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Chapter 1 - Introduction

This document is West Virginia’s revised Nonpoint Source Management Plan. It updates the State’s
Nonpoint Source Management Plan originally developed under § 319 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) in
2000. The document was developed by the WV Department of Environmental Protection (WVDEP) as
part of its 2015 workplan with the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). According to EPA
guidance, states should periodically review and evaluate their Nonpoint Source Program Management
Plan. State’s should assess their goals and objectives and revise their Program’s goals and objectives
every five years or as appropriate.

The Management Plan will be reviewed every two-years or more frequently if needed, and revised
every five years to make sure it consistently addresses WV’s NPS Program needs and priorities taking
into account new and existing TMDLs/WBPs, funding and stakeholder opportunities.

Statutory Background

Congress enacted § 319 of the Clean Water Act in 1987, establishing a national program to control
nonpoint sources of water pollution. Clean Water Act § 101(a)(7) states, “it is the national policy that
programs for the control of nonpoint sources of pollution be developed and implemented in an
expeditious manner so as to enable the goals of this Act to be met through the control of both point
and nonpoint sources of pollution.”

Funding appropriated under § 319 can be used to implement state NPS programs including, as
appropriate, non-regulatory or regulatory programs for enforcement, technical assistance, financial
assistance, education, training, technology transfer, and demonstration projects to achieve
implementation of best management practices (BMPs) and water quality goals.

Under § 319(a), all states have addressed NPS pollution by developing NPS assessment reports that
identify NPS pollution problems and sources responsible for the water quality impairments. Under §
319(b), all states have also adopted state NPS management programs to control NPS pollution. State




