nodding sedge

Cyperaceae
Native
OBL 6

This species gets its common
name from the characteristic
drooping flower spikes that
canbeupto 10cmlong. Itisa
perennial sedge with grassy
appearance. The leafy triangular jointless stems are
0.5 to 1.5 m tall. Leaves (4-13 mm wide) have sheaths
that are very rough to the touch from stiff hairs along
the edges, and reddish-brown nearer to the base.

May through July. This sedge usually has one to
three male spikes at the uppermost part of the
stem and two to five female spikes below. Flower-
cases (perigynia) on the female spikes are smooth,
flattened, oval and slightly tapering at the tip.

Swamps, bogs, fens, seeps, wet meadows, and
beaver ponds. Most common on the western slopes
of the mountains.

Commonly mistaken for Carex crinita. See the Carex
crinita page for differences between these two species.

© Erika Mitchell
© Rob Routledge

FIELD GUIDE TO THE COMMON WETLAND PLANTS OF WEST VIRGINIA

77

© WVDNR

© Patricia Faulkner

© Donald Cameron



