
RELATIVE BED STABILITY (PEBBLE COUNT) Reviewers Initials

AN-Code  Date  

Relative Bed Stability (Pebble Count)

Reach length m Measurer  Recorder  Gradient Method  Water-filled tube       Hand-level 
1. Reach Location (from d.s. end), 2. Habitat type (riffle = rf, run = rn, pool = pl), 3. Substrate Classification (See Table at Bottom of Page)
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Notes: 

Substrate Classification
Class Code Size Description 

Bedrock  BR >4000 mm Bigger than car
Boulder BL >250-4000 mm Basketball to car
Cobble CB >64-250 mm Tennis ball to basketball  
Coarse Gravel CG >16-64 mm Marble to Tennis ball
Fine Gravel FG >2-16 mm Ladybug to marble
Sand SA >0.06-2 mm Gritty between fingers 
Silt & Fines ST <0.06 mm Smooth, not gritty (silt & muck) 
Clay CL >4000 mm Slick/ hard clay or hard-pan clay bottom
Leaves LD Regardless of size Leaf packs
Wood WD Regardless of size Root wads, snags, logs, sticks 
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