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ACID MINE DRAINAGE -

Correcting coal’s biggest environmental problem

hen coal was formed, various metaks in the coal forming may st seclrities o miipate the dronoge. About 10 percent of
plants were concentrated and immobilized. As coal bond forfeitures have wioter quality problems, WYDEP chemic il
5eams ara mined or openad during road construction, thess treats ot several sites to prodect woter vses, and hes intsgralee
metals are relezsed and exposed oo ooopgen, If present in substantial passive amelorotion ot other 5§ it reckaims ’
concentrations, they preduce ackd mine drainage (AMD) that may * ABANQONED MIBES whiere mim
contin dissobved iron, manganese, and aluminum 25 well as sultes ceased prior o ; v

Less than five percent of active Vest Virgina mines bave any water
quality problems, Coal seams in somae areas produci poor Fﬁ"
drainage with varying concentrations of acidify and metals. Most -
AMD is from abandoned mines. whemi o one has the responsbility
to gorrect: the prablem. fﬁ_,i—frmzt.jl;undrld: of mibes of streams and
rivars in Yest Virginiaare affecte id mine drainage sources are
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* ACTIVE mine sites whent the ofenator i required to treat L]
accepdnile pH and metnl concentrations. Often drainape qualiy improves

as the sitn is recloimed.
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WWWYDIEP- Division

of Mining & Reclarmation
(304} T52-05 10 or WYDEP-
Office of Abandoned Mine
Lands & Reclamation HOHOMGAHELA
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